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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT'S FILE 

FROM: ALEXANDER M. HAIG 0 ^^ 

SUBJECT: Meeting between the President, His Eminence 

Terrence Cardinal Cooke, Monsignor Murray 
and General Haig, on Tuesday, January 26, 1971, 
4:00 p. m. 


The President met with Cardinal Cooke to discuss his recent trip to 
Vietnam. During the initial part of the meeting, which was held in 
the Oval Office, photographs were taken by the White House Press 
Corps. 

President Nixon began the discussion by telling Cardinal Cooke 
that he had been following his Christmas visit to our troop units in 
Southeast Asia quite closely and expressed his gratitude to the Cardinal 
for undertaking such a difficult mission again. The President asked 
Cardinal Cooke if he had crossed paths with Bob Hope during this year's 
Christmas visit to South Vietnam. 


Cardinal Cooke replied that his trip had been a strenuous one but one 
which he enjoyed greatly. The Cardinal felt that he was able to gain 
some insights and judgments which were not necessarily available to 
people permanently assigned in the various locations where he stopped. 
The Cardinal also responded that he had not met Mr. Hope during his 
visit but that they had spoken on the telephone. Both Cardinal Cooke and 
President Nixon commented on the fine work done by Mr. Hope over 
the years in maintaining morale and providing entertainment for US 
military personnel. 


President Nixon then asked Cardinal Cooke if he believed that progress 
this past year in Vietnam had been as great as reports indicated. 
Cardinal Cooke replied that he had seen a remarkable improvement in 
the security situation in South Vietnam and above all in the level of 
development. He pointed out that he had visited over 40 US mil itary 
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bases in Vietnam and had flown over the width and breadth of the 
countryside. He stated that he was especially impressed by the 
improvement m communications of commercial traffic flowing on 
heretofore insecure roads and with the tremendous amount of recon- 
struction that had occurred since his last visit. He was especially- 
impressed with the development of homes and improved living 
standards for refugees and other displaced persons. 


The President asked Cardinal Cooke if he had had an opportunity 
to talk to his South Vietnamese counterparts and lower levels of the 
South Vietnamese society. The Cardinal stated that a good portion 
of his trip involved contacts with the cutting edge in the lower level 
of the Vietnamese society and that some of his trips actually were 
joint trips including South Vietnamese, religious. Buddhists and other 
personnel. He stated that his level of encouragement was largely a 
result of the optimism and solid outlook found at all levels. In effect, 

he stated the war had been won and the tasks ahead involved economic, 
political and social development. 


Cardinal Cooke went on to comment that for this reason he believed 
the word "Vietnamization" had now developed unfortunate connotations 
and therefore should be avoided in the future. It was his view that the 
use of the word "Vietnamization" tended to convey the inference that 
Americans were turning the war over to Asians so that Asians could 
continue fighting Asians, whereas in reality the Vietnamization program 
has largely resulted in a -winding down of the war and that the level of 
fighting would not return or continue at its former rate. Therefore, 
in both a psychological and a practical sense the term Vietnamization 
has become a misnomer. He suggested, and Monsignor Murray 
endorsed the suggestion, that we seek a new term to describe our future 
program, one which was more precise and more representative of the 
actual conditions in South Vietnam. He thought "development" might be 
a good term. The President agreed that Vietnamization has become 
somewhat over-used and thanked the Cardinal for his excellent 
recommendation. 

Cardinal Cooke continued that the term "pacification” also had become 
somewhat of a misnomer in that it connoted somewhat the militant 
idea of a still persistent requirement to overcome insurgency in the 
countryside. He stated that this too should be abandoned because of 
the progress that had been made in recent months. He thought a term 
something like "humanization" ar ,f human progress,” efforts to improve 
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human conditions, would be more descriptive of the kinds of programs 
best suited for the situation which now existed in South Vietnam, 

The Cardinal stated that during his visit he had spent considerable 
time with Buddhist leaders since they represented the large majority 
of the population. He noted that only 12% of the South Vietnamese 
population was Christian. The President commented that this was 
somewhat surprising, although he recognized that because of the high 
percentage of Catholics and Christians occupying leadership roles in 
South Vietnam the casual observer tended to believe that there was a 
higher density of Christianity throughout the entire population. 

The President then asked Cardinal Cooke for his impressions with 
respect to the drug problem and the morale of US troops. The Cardinal 
stated that he found the drug problem to be no worse or no better than it 
was elsewhere. He stated that it was obviously a difficult problem for 
US commanders but they had launched an intensive program designed to 
control it. He also made the point that there was an alarmingly large 
number of young soldiers coming to Vietnam who had already had 
experiences with narcotics and therefore the availability and the cheap 
price of narcotics there made the problem especially difficult to control. 
He was however very much impressed by the positive action taken by our 
commanders to stay on top of the problem. 

With respect to morale, the Cardinal stated that he found it to be quite 
high and not nearly as bad as had been depicted by certain of the media. 
In sum, the Cardinal believed that the past year in Vietnam, as a result 
of the Cambodian operation, had resulted in remarkable progress in the 
military situation, as well as in the economic and social areas. He told 
the President that he agreed fully with the President’s policies and that 
it was essential that the people of South Vietnam not be abandoned to 
the Communists. 

The President told the Cardinal that he looked forward to seeing him at 
the evening dinner for Prince Juan Carlos. He also told General Haig 
to arrange to have Monsignor Murray included on the guest list for the 
entertainment following the dinner. 

The meeting adjourned at 4:30 p. m. 
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